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MIDDLE SCHOOL DEPARTMENTAL COURSE LISTING
* Indicates required courses

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT Grade
English 7* 7
English 8* 8

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT Grade
Math 7* 7
Math 8/ Algebra 1* 8
Math Enrichment* 7

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT Grade
Life Science* 7
Earth Science* 8

COMPUTER SCIENCE DEPARTMENT Grade
Computer Science Discoveries 1 7
Computer Science Discoveries 2 8

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT Grade
World Geography and Ancient Civilizations II * 7
Civics* 8

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT Grade
Spanish 1 8

VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENTS Grade
World Cultures in Art 7, 8
Foundations in Art 7, 8
MS Concert Band 7, 8

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT Grade
Physical Education* 7, 8
Health 7* 7
Health 8* 8

SPECIAL EDUCATION Grade
Skills Center 7, 8
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MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

English, Grade 7

Course Description: This course explores various genres of literature from many different perspectives and cultures.

The literature is chosen with the goal of building reinforcing common core skills as well as providing pertinent topics for

discussion and analysis.  Students will read a variety of selections from a textbook as well as novels and plays, including a

selection from Shakespeare.  In addition, the course offers an overview of parts of speech and mechanics, as well as a

writing curriculum that explores the writing process through a variety of genres.  This class uses Google Classroom to post

relevant notes, materials, and homework assignments, and students use Google Classroom to draft, edit, and publish their

writing.

English, Grade 8

Course Description:  This course features literature that focuses on diverse themes and issues.  The literature is chosen

with the goal of reinforcing common core skills as well as providing pertinent topics for discussion and analysis.  Students

will read a variety of selections from a textbook as well as novels and plays, including a selection from Shakespeare..   In

addition, the curriculum features works celebrating differences and struggles of different cultures.  The course offers lessons

in advanced grammar and mechanics, as well as a writing curriculum that explores the writing process through a variety of

genres. This class uses Google Classroom to post relevant notes, materials, and homework assignments, and students use

Google Classroom to draft, edit, and publish their writing.

ELA Enrichment, Grade 7

Course Description: This course meets once weekly throughout the school year.  Monthly, students practice test taking

skills in anticipation of the ELA MCAS, including completing practice exams.  Each quarter has a different theme that allows

students to explore literary technique in a more relaxed format. Activities include learning about and writing poems in a

variety of formats, adapting a folktale into a puppet show, creating fractured fairy tales, and producing a game or activity that

reviews a topic learned in English 7.

5



MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

Math, Grade 7

Textbooks: iReady Math

Course Description: Students will focus on four major areas of mathematics identified by the Massachusetts Curriculum

Frameworks for Mathematics.

1. Develop, apply and extend their knowledge of proportional relationships.

2. Develop an understanding of operations with rational numbers and solving expressions, linear equations, and

inequalities.

3. Solving problems involving scale drawings, two-and-three-dimensional shapes to find area, perimeter, surface area,

and volume.

4. Coming up with inferences about populations based on samples.

Math Enrichment, Grade 7

Course Description: This course meets twice in a 7 day period throughout the school year.  During this time students work

on their problem solving skills.  We tie in projects that are connected to what we are doing in the classroom, review

standards that have already been taught, and practice for the math MCAS.

Math, Grade 8

Textbooks: iReady Math

Course Description: Students will focus on three major areas of mathematics identified by the Massachusetts Curriculum

Frameworks for Mathematics.

1. Formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data

with a linear equation and solving linear equations and systems of linear equations.

2. Grasping the concept of a function and using functions to describe quantitative relationships

3. Analyzing two and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, and congruence, and

understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem.

Algebra I, Grade 8

Textbooks: Contemporary Mathematics in Context 1998 (Coxford, Arthur, F.); Algebra I Expressions, Equations, and

Applications 1994 (Paul A. Foerster)

Course Description: Algebra I is the first in a series of high school mathematics courses which help prepare Smith

Academy students for opportunities in higher education and in their future careers.  The course is specifically designed to

prepare students for a subsequent course most likely in Algebra II or Geometry I.  The curriculum explores the concepts of

variables, expressions and equations, negative numbers, distributive properties, the properties of exponents, operations

with polynomials and radicals, the slope of a line, linear functions, graphing, and quadratic equations.  There is a technology

component as well where the TI 83 or higher calculators are used

.
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

Life Science, Grade 7

Textbooks: Science Explorer:  Life Science, Prentice Hall (2009)

Course Description: In Life Science, 7
th

Graders investigate the diversity of life on Earth as they explore the traits that all

live beings share as well as those unique to only certain species.  Students study interactions among living things within the

context of their physical environment, and how life has changed over its almost 4 billion-year history here on Earth.

Throughout the year, students engage in scientific inquiry, developing skills in experimental design and interpretation of

data.

Earth Science, Grade 8

Textbooks: Science Explorer:  Earth Science, Prentice Hall (2009)

Course Description: In Earth Science, 8
th

Grade students study our home planet’s composition, history, and position in the

Universe.  The Earth is uniquely suited for life.  Earth Science students will explore the interactions among the atmosphere,

oceans, earth, and life that maintain our global ecosystem, and how these same interactions cause global change over

geological time.  In an astronomy unit, students investigate how Earth’s position in, and movement through, space affects

our environment.  Throughout the year, students engage in scientific inquiry, refining their skills in experimental design and

interpretation of data.

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

World Geography & Ancient Civilizations II, Grade 7

Textbooks: History Alive! The Ancient World

Course Description: In world geography and ancient civilizations II, students will be looking at the development of human

civilizations primarily in India, China, Japan, Greece and Rome and the role of geography in human development. Students

will be comparing the characteristics of a civilization based on these regions as well looking at how these characteristics

have influenced the world they live in today.

Civics, Grade 8

Textbooks: We the People

Course Description: In civics, students are provided with an introduction to how the United States government is run on a

federal, state and local level, as well as their rights and responsibilities as United States citizens.  Emphasis is also put on

major Supreme Court cases that have greatly impacted the nation. The course will also focus on current events from around

the world that impact the United States government and citizens. Students will develop a self-directed civic action project

that encourages students to engage in their community to make change.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

Spanish 1, Grade 8

Textbooks: Voces digital:  Nuestra historia 1

Course Description: This course is an introduction to the Spanish language.  Students will complete three units which will

include:  TPR (Total Physical Response), Mi vida escolar, Mis amigos interesantes.  The focus of each unit is a series of

four short and four longer stories using the top high-frequency words in the Spanish language.  Students will also learn

basic grammar such as present tense, noun and adjective agreement, numbers 0-100, ser and estar, tener and venir, tener

expressions.  Students will read one novel: Las aventuras de Isabela.

VISUAL ART DEPARTMENT

World Cultures in Art, Grades 7 and 8

Media Resources: School Arts, fine art books, posters, videos, magazines and the Internet

Course Description: World Cultures in Art is a hands-on class, in which middle school students have the opportunity to

work creatively in the following art disciplines:  Two-dimensional art (Drawing and Design, Painting and Printmaking) and

three-dimensional art (Ceramics and Sculpture).  Technology and media resources such as videos, Internet sources, art

magazines, books, and slideshows are integrated into the course as well.  The focus of the class is on developing ideas,

problem solving and making art.  A variety of techniques, tools, and art terms are introduced and experienced through the

numerous exercises and projects completed.  Students are exposed to art forms of varied cultures and learn the role of

artists in the community.  Connections are made between art and the students’ other subjects, including Social Studies,

English Language Arts, Science, and Mathematics as we explore the role art plays in our learning process and for society

as a whole.

Foundations in Art, Grades 7 and 8

Media Resources: School Arts, fine art books, posters, videos, magazines and the Internet

Course Description: Foundations in Art is a hands-on, in-depth class similar to a foundations studio art class that’s

typically offered to beginning art students in high school.  Students have opportunities to develop artistically in the following

art disciplines:  Two-dimensional art (Drawing and Design, Painting and Printmaking), three-dimensional art (Ceramics and

Sculpture), and Art History and Appreciation.  Foundations in Art is the second in a cycle of art classes offered at Smith

Academy to middle school students.  The course builds on and reinforces skills and knowledge in art.  Technology and

media resources are integrated into the course, with connections to significant periods, works of art, and critiquing art.

Students continue to explore a variety of techniques, tools, and art terms through art making and exposure to important

discoveries in art.  Connections are made between art and the students’ other subjects, such as Social Studies, English

Language Arts, Science, and Mathematics.  Students explore the role of art in reflecting and documenting the times, and

providing inspiration for the future.

8



PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT (MUSIC)

Middle School Concert Band, Grades 7 and 8

Materials: Standard of Excellence, Book 2; Grade Level 2 and 3 Band Literature

Course Description: This course is open to all students, regardless of previous musical experience.  Emphasis is placed

on the fundamentals of music and musicianship through the rehearsal and performance of appropriate high-quality band

literature and lesson material.  Students will increase their technical and musical skills on an instrument with a wide variety

of genres explored.  Analysis of personal group performance will be included.  Students are required to participate in all

band performances.  Students will be given the opportunity to audition for Western Mass Junior District Band and Jazz Band

(participation in the school band is a requirement to audition for these ensembles).

COMPUTERS AND TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT

Computer Science Discoveries 1, Grade 7

Course Description: Computer Science Discoveries (CSD) is an introductory computer science course that empowers students to

create authentic artifacts and engage with computer science as a medium for creativity, communication, problem solving, and fun. CSD

1 focuses on the problem solving process, how computers process information, and using HTML and CSS to design websites.

Computer Science Discoveries 2, Grade 8

Course Description:   Computer Science Discoveries (CSD) is an introductory computer science course that empowers

students to create authentic artifacts and engage with computer science as a medium for creativity, communication, problem

solving, and fun. CSD 2 : Interactive Animations & Games, The Design Process (coding apps)

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Physical Education, Grades 7 and 8

Course Description: Middle School Physical Education meets twice a week throughout the school year.  In this course of

study students will review and increase their knowledge and skill in any number of common team and individual games and

sports.  Each student will have an opportunity to try new and different team sports as well as individual games.  Students

will be expected to be on task throughout the class time and to be prepared to participate as part of their evaluation.  As

each unit progresses, emphasis will be placed on strategy and understanding of game concepts.  Also, throughout the

course there is an expectation of improved fitness and levels of strength.  Each class meeting will have a component of

cardiovascular fitness, strength, or flexibility.  Activities offered will include but not be limited to: soccer, football, basketball,

volleyball, speedball, cooperative games, modern/popular aerobic workouts, ultimate frisbee, kickball, pickleball, angleball,

softball/baseball type activities, and many other team and partner related activities.This class will also incorporate learning

and reviewing hands-only CPR and how to use an AED.
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Health, Grade 7

Textbooks: Glencoe Health:  Teen Health – Course 3 (2007)

Course Description: Health 7 is a required course for 7
th

Grade students.  Students who complete this course will have

achieved a higher level of Health Literacy through the capacity to obtain, interpret, and understand basic health information

and services, and the competence to use such information and services in ways that promote health and wellness.  The

health literate person will be a critical thinker, a responsible and productive citizen, a self-directed learner and an effective

communicator.  Students will also have a greater understanding of the interrelationship among health, wellness, and

physical fitness, which leads to a healthy lifestyle.  The main areas of study will include body systems, communicable and

non-communicable disease, wellness and total health growth and development, drugs, tobacco and alcohol, self-concept,

decision making and goal setting, interpersonal relationships and violence prevention, conflict resolution, and consumer

health.

Health, Grade 8

Textbooks: Glencoe Health:  Teen Health – Course 3 (2005) and Botvin Life Skills Training - Student Guide 2

Course Description: Health 8 is a required course for 8
th

Graders.  Students who complete this course will have achieved

a higher level of Health Literacy through the capacity to obtain, interpret, and understand basic health information and

services and the competence to use such information and services in ways that promote health and wellness.  The health

literate person will be a critical thinker, a responsible and productive citizen, a self-directed learner and an effective

communicator.  They will also have a greater understanding of the interrelationship among health, wellness, and physical

fitness, which leads to a healthy lifestyle.  The main areas of study will be:  wellness and total health, mental and emotional

health, relationships and social health, peer pressure and refusal skills, nutrition and fitness, body image, medicines and

drugs, and alcohol and nicotine products.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Skills Center, Grades 7 and 8

Textbooks: Multiple texts from students’ classes

Course Description: The objective of the Skills Center changes with each student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP).

Whenever possible, students’ homework and long-term assignments form the “text” to which specific skills are addressed

and strengthened.  Students also work on addressing any skill gaps that would allow them to be more successful students,

including but not limited to, basic math, writing, and organizational skills.  Each year, goals are established by students,

parents/guardians and the Special Education Team that provide direction for the focus areas that students will work on in

any given year. Goals students work on include executive functioning, study skills, transition, and academic support.
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X-BLOCKS AND CLUBS
X-Blocks occur twice in a seven-day rotation and give students a chance to experience extra-curricular activities embedded

within the school day. These are non-graded academic times which allow students in all grades a chance to gain

experiences they might not otherwise have. Students in middle school choose one X-Block and take part in Genius Hour for

the other Block. X-Block options are listed below. Most clubs meet during X-block but some meet after school.

*Subject to change.

Block: Strategy Games
Description: Students will play a variety of co-operative and competitive board games and card games.

Block: Career and College Exploration
Description: This time will be personalized to each student's needs such as exploring careers options, searching for

colleges, and working on your college and scholarship applications.

Block: Student Council
Description: Student Council runs many school wide events. The group works to provide leadership to the classes by

organizing and running fundraisers and events during spirit week, March madness, Rallys, and sending a student

representative to attend school committee meetings as needed to hold a voice for students.

Block Intramurals
Description: Students participate in intramural sports.

Block: Yearbook Club
Description: Help with all things Yearbook:  Layout and design, quotes, pix, entering info, editing, PS, making posters, and

having lots of fun in the process.

Block: Running Club
Description: Students will experience the joys of middle-long distance running throughout the year running around SA and

in local areas.

Block: Smith Academy Event Planning
Description: There are two ultimate goals of the SA Event Planning X-Block:

1) to plan and host a "senior" prom in the spring for the senior citizens in our community. Students would bring a senior

citizen as their date to the dance. This could be a relative (grandparent, great aunt or uncle, etc.) or even a member of the

senior center in Hatfield! You're never too young to give back!

2) to plan events to facilitate more cohesion and crossover between SA and HES students. These could range from

assemblies to after-school activities, pep rallies, etc. where students at HES can come up to SA or the students at SA can

go down to HES. Let's get HES students excited about SA!

Block: Jazz Band
Description: Jazz Band is available to students in grades 7-12. The jazz band performs a variety of styles including swing,

latin, funk, rock, and pop. The jazz band performs at all of the Smith Academy Concerts. Improvisation is a key element of

jazz and a heavy focus will be put on mastering the art of improvisation.
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Block: Dungeon and Dragons
Description: Students spend their time on quests and campaigns in this imaginative role-playing game.

Block: Seal of Biliteracy Practice
Description: Students complete speaking, listening, reading and writing activities to increase proficiency in Spanish and

prepare for the AAPPL test.

Block: Rock Band
Description: A collaborative group setting where we learn songs and maybe how to play a new instrument with the

potential to perform as a group in the Variety Show.

Block: Tea and Social Hour
Description: Students come together to discuss a variety of topics (of varying degrees of seriousness) in a relaxed setting

over a cup of tea.

Block: Technology Club
Description: This group will work with all things tech-related.  We can code, design 3D print items, robotics, gaming and

maintaining school devices.  Other ideas are welcome.

Block: Rock Climbing Club
Description: Students learn and practice basic rock climbing skills and techniques on the bouldering wall at Hatfield

Elementary School.

Block: Read, Reflect and Recharge
Description: Students will devote themselves entirely to individual reading of non-school printed (i.e. non-electronic) matter.

Upon completion of a text, however short or long, the student would provide a brief oral summation or overview of the text to

fellow students and field any questions.

Block: Classic Films Club
Description: Students watch, enjoy and discuss classic films.

Block: Fun with Arts and Crafts
Description: Relax, create, and have fun making arts and crafts you enjoy.

Block: Zumba/Dance Club
Description: Students will sweat and have fun while being led through a variety of choreographed dance routines and they

will also have the opportunity to lead some routines themselves (if they so desire)!

Block: Spanish Language Games
Description: Students play games such as Bananagrams, Piccionario, Telestrations, Fishbowl, Bingo etc to increase

vocabulary and fluency.

Block: Chess Club
Description: Play the world's oldest strategy game! If there are at least five folks interested we have the opportunity to

participate in the Western Mass. Scholastic Chess League!
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Block: Genius Hour
Description: During Genius Hour, students dream up and carry

out projects related to anything they are interested in. Some

students learn new skills related to arts and crafts, athletics, or

computers. Others pursue research into topics they want to know

more about, such as planets, historical events, or favorite authors.

Still others design and build structures from catapults to pagodas

to engines. After sharing their work with each other, students

identified four key components of successful Genius Hour

projects: creativity, interest, learning, and a high-quality end

product.

Block: Fly Fishing Club
Description: Students learn the art and techniques of fly fishing

and fly tying. We walk to nearby fishing holes to practice and

connect with local conservation groups around watershed

conservation work and local stocking efforts.

Block: Gender and Sexuality Alliance (GSA)
Description: The GSA (Gender and Sexuality Alliance) works on

various initiatives such as: maintaining a bulletin board that's

updated with events and information; providing a safe space for

anyone in our building to be their authentic self; and raising

awareness of LGBTQIA+ issues within the Smith Academy

community.
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HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENTAL COURSE LISTING
* Indicates required courses
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT Grade Credits
Literature’s Lens* 9 5.0
The Complexities of Character* 10 5.0
The American Experience* 11 5.0
World Literature*    (Honors Option Available) 12 5.0
Public Speaking* 10 2.5
Advanced Placement English Literature 12 5.0
Media Production/ Journalism 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5
Virtual High School – www.govhs.og 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5 – 5.0

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT Grade Credits
Geometry* 9 5.0
Intermediate Algebra 10 5.0
Algebra 2 10, 11 5.0
Financial Literacy/ Money Management & Mathematical Applications 11, 12 5.0
Pre-Calculus 11, 12 5.0
Statistics 11, 12 5.0
Calculus 12 5.0
Advanced Placement Calculus 12 5.0
Virtual High School – www.govhs.og 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5 – 5.0

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT Grade Credits
Biology * 9 5.0
Chemistry* 10 5.0
Advanced Placement Biology 10, 11, 12 5.0
AP Chemistry 11, 12 5.0
AP Environmental Science 11, 12 5.0
Anatomy 11, 12 5.0
Physics 11, 12 5.0
Earth and Space Science 11, 12 5.0
Exercise Science 11, 12 2.5

COMPUTER SCIENCE DEPARTMENT Grade Credits
Computer Science Discoveries 3 9 2.5
AP Computer Science A 10, 11, 12 5.0
Game Design o�ered every other year 10, 11, 12 5.0
TinkerCAD o�ered every other year 10, 11, 12 5.0
Virtual High School – www.govhs.org 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5 – 5.0

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT Grade Credits
U.S. History to 1865        (US History I)* 9 5.0
U.S. History from 1865   (US History II) *     (Honors Option Available) 10 5.0
Ancient World History, to c. 1600 11, 12 5.0
Modern World History, from c. 1600 to the present 11, 12 5.0
Europe in the Twentieth-Century o�ered 2023-24 11, 12 5.0
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AP US Government and Politics 11, 12 5.0
Big History o�ered 2023-24 11, 12 5.0
Psychology o�ered fall semester 11, 12 2.5
Sociology o�ered spring semester 11, 12 2.5
Introduction to Law and Criminal Justice o�ered fall semester 11, 12 2.5
News Literacy o�ered spring semester 11, 12 2.5
Art through the Ages o�ered 2024-25 11, 12 5.0
Mythology, Religion and Philosophy o�ered 2024-25 11, 12 5.0
Virtual High School – www.govhs.org 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5 – 5.0

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT Grade Credits
Spanish 1 9 5.0
Spanish 2 9, 10, 11, 12 5.0
Spanish 3 10, 11, 12 5.0
Spanish 4 (Honors option available) 11, 12 5.0
Spanish 5 (Honors option available, Seal of Biliteracy available) 12 5.0
French 5 12 5.0
ASL1 o�ered every other year 9, 10, 11, 12 5.0
ASL 2 o�ered every other year 10, 11, 12 5.0
Virtual High School – www.govhs.org 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5 – 5.0

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENTS Grade Credits
AP Art and Design - student can take for 1, 2, or 3 years if they want 11, 12 5.0
Art and Design - 1st cycle 9, 10, 11, 12 5.0
2-D Art   (Honors Option Available-) 2nd cycle o�ered in the fall 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5
3-D Art   (Honors Option Available) - 2nd cycle o�ered in the spring 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5
Art Topics:  Realism to Modern Art - 3rd cycle 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5 – 5.0
Studio Art:  The American Experience 4th cycle 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5 – 5.0
Portfolio Art  (Honors Option Available) 5th cycle o�ered in the fall 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5
Sculpture   (Honors Option Available) 5th cycle o�ered in the spring 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5
HS Concert Band 9, 10, 11, 12 5.0
Honors Band 11, 12 5.0
Virtual High School – www.govhs.org 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5 – 10.0

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT Grade Credits
Health 9* 9 1.25
Physical Education* 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5
Virtual High School – www.govhs.org 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5 – 5.0

SPECIAL EDUCATION Grade Credits
Skills Center 9, 10, 11, 12 5.0
Virtual High School – www.govhs.org 9, 10, 11, 12 2.5 – 5.0
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HIGH SCHOOL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Literature’s Lense, Grade 9
Credits: 5

Textbooks: McDougal, Little Literature (1989); Lord of the Flies (Golding), Fahrenheit 451 (Bradbury), Monster (Myers), A

Midsummer’s Night Dream (Shakespeare), Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck), Frankenstein(Shelley), The Secret Life of

Bees(Kidd).

Course Description: This course explores short story, nonfiction, poetry, drama (classical, Shakespearean and

contemporary), novels, humor, mystery, science fiction, and writing skills. Students will engage in regular context-clue-based

vocabulary analysis to improve reading skills. Students will also have opportunities to debate and discuss challenging topics

of social and cultural importance that are raised through literature. This course encourages writing, reading, speaking, and

listening within each unit.

The Complexities of Character, Grade 10
Credits: 5

Textbooks: To Kill a Mockingbird (Lee), The Odyssey (Homer/Rieu), Macbeth (Shakespeare), I Know Why the Caged Bird

Sings (Angelou), Animal Farm (Orwell), Night (Wiesel), A Separate Peace (Knowles), Inherit the Wind (Lawrence and Lee),

and Catcher in the Rye (Salinger). (Typically, 6 to 7 novels are covered each academic year.)

Course Description: Sophomore English will focus on the development and reinforcement of good reading and writing

skills.  Readings and discussions will cover a variety of literary genres, including the novel, the short story, poetry, drama,

autobiography, and the nonfiction memoir.  Written assignments will emphasize students’ critical response to the literature

and themes encountered in the reading.  Additional compositions will focus on developing an individual voice through the

reflection and persuasive essays, along with a variety of creative writing assignments.  Grammar and usage will be dealt

with as they pertain to the improvement of the individual student’s writing, through peer editing, revisions, and instructor

directed workshops.  Oral communication skills will be stressed in class discussions, formal presentations, and in-class

readings.  Vocabulary development will be periodically assessed through word lists and quizzes.

The American Experience, Grade 11
Credits: 5

Textbooks: EMC Literature and the Language, the American Tradition (1995), The Scarlet Letter (Hawthorne), The

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain), A Raisin in the Sun (Hansberry), The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald), Their Eyes Were

Watching God (Hurston), The Things They Carried (O’Brien) selected excerpts, short stories and poetry from various

sources.

Course Description: English III American Literature is a survey of American literature from its origin through current

literature.  Students will read, discuss and write about the literature critically and analytically taking into consideration

historical context, author’s purpose, social relevance, theme, etc.
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World Literature, Grade 12
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Death of Salesman (Miller), Adventures in English Literature (Harcourt/Brace), The Canterbury Tales

(Chaucer), Hamlet (Shakespeare), Things Fall Apart (Achebe), 1984 (Orwell), A Streetcar Named Desire (Williams), The

Best Short Stories of the Modern Age (Angus ed.).

Course Description: Senior English is a survey course in British and American literature. Readings will cover the

development of the English language in Anglo-Saxon times and the epic Beowulf, through Chaucer and Shakespeare.

Additionally, the course will cover the modern novel, plays written in the late 40s, and the short story. Satire in its various

forms will be covered in some depth to help foster a critical awareness of, and response to, the world we live in.

Composition will be integrated with an appreciation of the development of literary form and thought, emphasizing critical

judgment and response based on the readings. Grammar and usage will be dealt with as they pertain to the improvement of

the individual student’s writing, primarily through peer editing and teacher corrections.  Oral communication skills will be

stressed in class discussions, formal presentations, and dramatic readings. Vocabulary development will be periodically

assessed through word lists and quizzes.

Public Speaking, Grade 10
Credits: 2.5

Course Description: This course explores public speaking, debate, and communications. Students will prepare and

practice the traditional declamatory speech, culminating in the end of the year Prize Speaking contest. Students will debate

a variety of topics in informal and formal settings, both individually and as members of a team. The importance of

communications and media will be explored through the study of speech, famous oratorical examples, monologues and

plays excerpts.  Activities will include extemporaneous speeches, mock trials, prepared speeches, play excerpt reading,

recitation of expository writing and poetry, the study of and recitation of famous speeches, oral debate, and the presentation

of a final 5-9 minute declamation.

Media Production/Journalism
Credits: 2.5

Textbooks: Journalism Matters, (Schaffer, et al); The Elements of News Writing, (Kershner); and 21
st

Century News Writing

(Johnson)

Course Description: Students in this course will use accepted practices for reporting and generating news stories as

presented in class, thus improving their writing and editing skills.  They will explore and utilize an evolving news reporting

format.  (For example:  Internet vs. print.)   They will also participate in all facets of the news program here at Smith

Academy including writing, editing, layout, and photography as well as publishing the Falcon Flyer.  Students will also film,

edit, and produce a video news program.  They will be expected to occasionally conduct interviews outside of the school

day; attend and report on school activities; complete homework and other supplementary assignments; and will meet

deadlines for submission and revision of news articles.

Advanced Placement English, Grade 12
Credits: 5

Textbooks: 5 Steps to a Five (Murphy and Rankin)

Required Reading: The Scarlet Letter (Hawthorne), The Yellow Wallpaper (Gilman), The Awakening (Chopin), Their Eyes

Were Watching God (Hudson), The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain), The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald), The Things

They Carried (O’Brien), The Importance of Being Earnest (Wilde), The Cherry Orchard (Chekov), A Doll’s House (Ibsen),

The Crucible (Miller), The Wasteland (Eliot), Tartuffe, The Misanthrope (Moliere), Go Tell It On the Mountain (Baldwin), The

Grapes of Wrath(Steinbeck), Wuthering Heights(Bronte).
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Other Resources: CollegeBoard online exam prep exercises.

Course Description: Advanced Placement Literature provides a rigorous course of study in literature that encompasses

the classics to the modern era, including many multicultural selections.  Through a process of a more interpretive analytical

approach to a literature, students will adapt a more sophisticated writing style that is an intricate part of this course.  This

goal will be achieved by students reading a variety of genres rooted in the use of literary techniques, which they will employ

as solid evidence to respond to advanced placement prompts.  As this course progresses, students will become more

proficient in their power to read and write more analytically as they enhance their vocabulary and power to edit their own

work. Students will use the CollegeBoard AP Classroom to prep for the AP exam. It is expected that students in this course

take the AP English Literature and Composition exam in May.

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

Geometry, Grades 9 and 10
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Glencoe Geometry. Common Core Edition (McGraw-Hill, 2014)

Course Description: This course is designed for those students who have completed Algebra I.  The geometry course

follows the 2011 Mathematics Frameworks and covers geometric properties.  Topics include properties of parallel lines,

properties of circles and polygons, area of 2D shapes and lateral area of 3D shapes, volume, transformation, triangle

congruence and similarity, and right-angle trigonometry.  Students will also prepare for the MCAS.

Intermediate Algebra, Grade 10

Credits: 5

Textbooks: None (follows the Massachusetts frameworks for Algebra 1)

Course Description: This course is designed for those students who have completed 8th grade Algebra but are not yet

ready for Algebra 2.  Students  focus on linear, quadratic, and exponential functions, including sequences, and also explore

absolute value functions; they interpret functions given graphical, numerical, symbolic, and verbal representations; translate

between representations; and understand the limitations of various representations. Students build on and extend their

understanding of integer exponents to consider exponential functions. Students explore systems of equations and

inequalities, they find and interpret their solutions and extend the laws of exponents to rational exponents involving square

and cube roots.

Algebra II, Grades 10 and 11
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Algebra II (McGraw-Hill, 2014)

Course Description: This course is designed for those students who have successfully completed Algebra I and

Geometry.  All units designed for this course are based on the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks (2017). Algebra II

picks up where Algebra I left off, adding more complex algebraic skills to linear and polynomial functions, and includes

quadratic equations that result in imaginary and complex answers.  The Law of Sines, Law of Cosines, and rational

functions are introduced.   Students synthesize and generalize what they have learned about a variety of function families.

The TI-84 graphing calculator is used extensively.

.
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Statistics, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Statistics and Probability with Applications, (BFW, 2021)

Course Description: This course offers an introduction to the basics of statistics.  Statistics pertains to the collection,

analysis, interpretation or explanation, and presentation of data and is applicable to a wide variety of disciplines.  Topics

include the basics of descriptive statistics and probability, discrete and normal probability functions, confidence intervals,

and hypothesis testing.  Students will have the chance to collect and analyze their own data.  The TI-84 calculator and

Google spreadsheets are frequently used.

Pre-Calculus, Grade 11
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Glencoe PreCalculus. Common Core Edition (McGraw-Hill, 2014)

Course Description: Pre-calculus continues the study of functions from an analytic and graphical perspective and is

designed for students who have successfully completed Algebra 2. Topics of study include an advanced study of functions,

trigonometry, trigonometric identities, the unit circle, modeling periodic motion, and logarithmic functions.  Students utilize

the TI-84 graphing calculator and are introduced to limits in preparation for future calculus courses.

Advanced Placement Calculus AB, Grade 12
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Calculus – Concepts and Calculators (George Best)

Course Description: Calculus represents the highest level of mathematics taught in this school system and is ideal for

students planning to study engineering, economics, life sciences, mathematics and the physical sciences after high school.

The intent of the course is to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Exam in

May.  The course is divided into two basic parts, differentiation and integration.  Each sub-topic is analyzed from a

numerical, graphical and functional approach; connections between the various representations are stressed.  Students

taking AP Calculus at Smith Academy are required to take the exam in May if they wish to receive AP credit.

Financial Literacy, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5

Textbooks: The Big Short - Michael Lewis, Mathematics for Business and Personal Finance- McGraw Hill, High School

Financial Planning Program- National Endowment for Financial Education

Course Description: Students read and discuss The Big Short, an account of the events leading up to and preceding the

2008 financial crisis. Using the events and terminology from the book as a baseline, students will discuss and explore basic

economic theory, especially relating to the stock market, mortgages, and interest rates. Students also learn financial

management and planning strategies that will assist them as they enter college and the workforce as adults. This class

counts towards the state mathematics requirements and is open to 11th and 12th grade students.

20



SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
Biology, Grade 9

Credits: 5

Textbooks: Biology, Miller and Levine (2002)

Course Description: In this course, students will develop a solid understanding of the processes of life, which will allow

them to make scientifically informed decisions related to their health and to the health of the planet.  Students in this course

study life through cell biology and genetics (molecular level), vertebrate anatomy and physiology (tissue and organ levels),

and ecology (organism and population levels).  Organic evolution, a concept fundamental to understanding modern biology,

unifies these diverse topics.

Introductory Physics, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Physical Science (McGlaughlin, Thompson, Zike)

Course Description: Introductory Physics is a comprehensive introduction to physics.  Beginning with an overview of the

scientific method, the metric system, and using scientific notation, the curriculum includes concepts such as forces of

energy, motion, electricity and magnetism, wave properties, sound, and light. Students will learn the basic properties and

relationships of matter and energy, and will be guided through the mathematical relationships that describe physical

phenomena. The application of fundamental algebra skills are reinforced in this class.

Chemistry, Grade 10
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Glencoe Chemistry:  Matter and Change, Dingrando, et al (2002)

Course Description: Chemistry is usually offered to Smith Academy students in their junior or senior year.  In this course,

students will learn about the properties of matter, develop a better understanding of the structure of the atom, develop an

understanding of chemical reactions, and learn about chemical reactions that occur around us every day.  Students will also

strengthen the mathematical skills that will be important as they go on to further education.  Specific topics include

properties of matter, atomic structure and nuclear chemistry, periodicity, chemical bonding, chemical reactions and

stoichiometry, states of matter, kinetic molecular theory, thermochemistry, solutions, rates of reaction, equilibrium, acids and

bases, and oxidation-reduction reactions. Laboratory exercises are an important part of this chemistry course; they give

students the opportunity to experience and practice the concepts they have learned on paper.  Students are expected to

learn and understand basic safety procedures before participating in laboratory exercises.

Anatomy, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5

Course Description: In this course you will explore the anatomy and structure of the human body. This course takes a

systemic approach to anatomy. You will study each body part according to its body system and function. The main systems

of study include skeletal, muscular, circulatory, nervous, respiratory, digestive, urinary, reproductive, endocrine and

lymphatic systems. In addition to identifying the main anatomical features of the body, you will learn anatomical terminology

and the structure of cells and tissues within the body.
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Exercise Science, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 2.5

Course Description: Students will be able to investigate the benefits of physical activity, analyze the effects of physical

activity on body systems, examine the factors that influence exercise adherence, investigate the impact of cultural and

media perceptions on physical activity, and develop and implement a fitness plan to improve performance specific to their

sport or fitness activity. *offered every-other year.

AP Environmental Science, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5

Course Description: AP Environmental Science is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory chemistry

course. The course is broken into nine units including: Ecosystems, Biodiversity, Populations, Earth Systems and

Resources, Land and Water Use, Energy Resources and Consumption, Atmospheric Pollution, Aquatic and Terrestrial

Pollution, and Global Change. The course includes a significant laboratory component where students are required to

demonstrate, both in technique and analysis, their thorough understanding of major course concepts. Students are also

expected to be able to propose and justify solutions to environmental problems. Students taking AP Environmental Science

at Smith Academy are required to take the exam in May if they wish to receive AP credit. *offered every-other year.

Earth and Space Science, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5

Course Description:The Earth and Space Science course allows students to explain complex phenomena related to Earth

processes and systems, interactions among Earth’s systems, and interactions of Earth’s systems and human actions. The

course centers around three core ideas of earth and space science:

● Earth’s place in the universe: the universe and its stars, Earth and the solar system, and the history of planet Earth.

Processes governing the formation, evolution, and workings of the solar system and universe.

● Earth’s systems: phenomena related to Earth materials and systems, plate tectonics and large-scale system

interactions, the roles of water in Earth’s surface processes, and weather and climate. How different Earth systems control

the appearance of Earth’s surface, including the ways that human activities cause feedbacks that create changes to other

systems such as those that control weather and climate, with a major emphasis on the mechanisms and implications of

climate change.

● Earth and human activity: natural resources, natural hazards, human impact on Earth systems, and global climate

change. The complex and significant interdependencies between humans and the rest of Earth’s systems through the

impacts of natural hazards, our dependencies on natural resources, and the significant environmental impacts of human

activities.

Particular emphasis is placed on science and engineering practices of developing and using models; constructing

explanations; and obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. Construction and revision of explanations based

on valid, reliable, and relevant evidence and applications of scientific reasoning to evaluate complex environmental

problems such as the relationship between management of natural resources and sustainability or biodiversity will be

included.
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Advanced Placement Chemistry, Grades 11 or 12
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Chemistry, 10
th

Edition, (Zumdahl, Zumdahl, & DeCoste) (2022)

Course Description: AP Chemistry is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory chemistry course. The course

is broken into nine units including: Atomic Structure and Properties, Molecular and Ionic Compound Structure and

Properties, Intermolecular Forces and Properties, Chemical Reactions, Kinetics, Thermodynamics, Equilibrium, Acids and

Bases, and Applications of Thermodynamics. The course includes a significant laboratory component where students are

required to demonstrate, both in technique and analysis, their thorough understanding of major course concepts. Students

taking AP Chemistry at Smith Academy are required to take the exam in May if they wish to receive AP credit. *Offered

every other year.

Advanced Placement Biology, Grades 10, 11 or 12
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Principles of Life, 2
nd

Edition, (Hillis, Sadava, Hill & Price) (2014)

Course Description: The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course

usually taken by Biology majors during their first year at college.  Instruction and text present course material from an

evolutionary approach, emphasizing structures, functions and behaviors common to all life forms, as well as those that form

important branches of diversity.  The first semester focuses on cell and molecular biology, while the second semester

examines genetics, evolution, and ecology.  The course includes a significant laboratory component where students are

required to demonstrate, both in technique and analysis, their thorough understanding of major course concepts.  Students

taking AP Biology at Smith Academy are required to take the exam in May if they wish to receive AP credit.

COMPUTERS AND TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT

Computer Science Discoveries 3, Grade 9
Credits: N/A

Textbooks: N/A

Course Description:   This course is a semester in length, meeting two days per week. Computer Science Discoveries (CSD) is

an introductory computer science course that empowers students to create authentic artifacts and engage with computer science as a

medium for creativity, communication, problem solving, and fun. CSD 3 focuses on Physical Computing, using the rudimentary

coding languages that students have learned in previous CSD courses to create more complicated programs, usually in

conjunction with basic physical circuits.

Video Game Design, Grades 10, 11, 12
Credits: 5

Textbooks: N/A

Course Description:  Students will learn to use the content creation platform, Unity, which is used across many industries.

The class will primarily focus on creating video games, but will also touch on its other uses (advertising, education, etc.).  In

addition, students will build a digital portfolio of their programs and explore careers that depend on this platform.  This is a

year-long course.
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Tinker CAD, Grades 10-12
Credits: 5

Course Description: TinkerCAD is an entry level program which prepares students to understand Computer-Aided Design,

the application used by engineers. Students will learn how to create their own 3D designs and print them on a 3D printer

using TinkerCAD.

AP Computer Science A, Grades 11/12

Credits: 5

Course Description: AP Computer Science A focuses on computing skills through programming in Java. Fundamental

topics in this course include the design of solutions to problems, the use of data structures to organize large sets of data,

the development and implementation of algorithms to process data and discover new information, the analysis of potential

solutions, and the ethical and social implications of computing systems.

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT
United States History I, Grade 9

Credits: 5

Textbooks: Give Me Liberty!, Brief 7th High School Edition (Norton, 2023); outside readings

Course Description: This course traces the major events and themes that have marked the history of the United States

from the first settlement of the North American continent some 10,000 years ago through the end of Reconstruction.  The

course moves chronologically through the American experience, with certain episodes receiving particular attention: the

founding and development of English colonies in America; the Revolutionary War and the establishment of the Constitution;

territorial expansion and economic and social developments in the early-mid 1800s; and the origins and consequences of

the Civil War.  Frequent use of primary documents will allow students to sharpen their critical faculties and deepen their

understanding by encountering voices from the past.

United States History II, Grade 10
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Give Me Liberty!, Brief 7th High School Edition (Norton, 2023); Outside readings

Course Description: This course retraces the major American and World events from the Civil War Reconstruction period

to the present.  The course moves chronologically through the American experience with certain episodes receiving

particular attention.  Areas included are the struggle for political liberties and economic betterment, class conflicts, territorial

expansion, technological change, and basic ideological and cultural disputes.  Students must successfully complete this

course for promotion.  Students are expected to keep a lecture notebook and take biweekly exams.  Research papers, oral

reports, and class projects are also assigned.

United States History II (Honors), Grade 10
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Give Me Liberty!, Brief 7th High School Edition (Norton, 2023); Outside readings

Course Description: In addition to the coursework outlined in United States History from 1865, students in the honors

course must also complete an honors project.
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Big History, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5.0

Course Description: How did the universe begin and how has it developed over time? How do humans fit into this evolving story?

What might the future hold? These are questions that origin stories from different cultures have addressed for thousands of years. This

course explores the modern scientific origin story of how the universe and life within it have grown more complex over the past 14

billion years. Together students will engage powerful ideas and common themes across the entire time scale of history, from the Big

Bang and the creation of star systems to the emergence of the Earth’s first microorganisms and the recent rise of human societies. Big

History draws upon content, concepts and texts drawn from many disciplines, and students will carefully weigh both how scholars

develop and justify their claims about the past, and how, over time, new claims serve to refine or refute earlier ones. Students will also

have the opportunity to create their own narratives, explanations and arguments in response to Big History’s essential questions. This

course provides students with a foundation of core skills, including source analysis, discussion and debate, inquiry-based research, and

analytical writing and presentation. *Offered every other year.

Ancient World History , Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5

Textbook: World History: Journey Across Time (Glencoe, 2005)

Course Description: This course provides an overview of major developments and selected themes in the history of the ancient

world, from the dawn of civilization through the Middle Ages. Major units of study will include: pre-history and the emergence of the first

humans; early civilizations (including Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Israel); classical Greece; Hellenistic civilization; Rome, from republic to

empire; the emergence, rise and triumph of Christianity; late antiquity; the Heirs of Rome – Byzantium, Islam, and Western

Christendom; the medieval world; and the Renaissance. And, to varying degrees, the following will be addressed throughout the

course: the roles of geography, climate and ecology; the structure and ideology of political institutions; religious ideas and institutions;

social structures, values and customs; literary and philosophical achievements; and aesthetic representations in the arts and

architecture.  Literature will be used extensively to access the cultures and ideals of the ancient and medieval eras.

Modern World History , Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5

Textbook: World History: Journey Across Time (Glencoe, 2005)

Course Description: This course will survey World History from the French Revolution to the present day.  This course will

focus on the political, economic, and social developments of this period.  Included are units on revolution, nationalism,

imperialism, world war, competing ideologies, and post-colonialism and a new world order.  The objective of this course is to

provide students with a background in world history so that they can better understand the political, economic, and social

issues that they are confronted with today.

World History II will continue to help students improve their reading, writing, study, research, and critical thinking skills.

They will be challenged to become independent thinkers and to be able to express opinions based on solid evidence.

Twentieth-Century Europe, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5.0

Course Description: A small continent, Europe has for centuries had an outsized impact on world affairs.

communism and fascism, Sarajevo and Munich, total war and genocide, war-crimes tribunals and human-rights charters, Beatlemania

and punk rock, ethnic cleansing and the Eurovision Song Contest, Georgie Best and Zizou — these are just a few of Europe’s

contributions to the modern world. This course examines the human experience of episodes of political, social, and cultural upheaval

and innovation in the twentieth century, focusing on the ideals that drove people to act, shaped and transformed institutions, guided

state policy, and underpinned communities, families and individuals. Special attention will be given to the Great War, the interwar years,

the Second World War and the Holocaust, Cold-War culture, 1968 and the revolt of the postwar generation, the dissolution of the East

25



Bloc, and the Yugoslav wars of the 1990s. Film, literature and memoir are used extensively to understand, interpret and evaluate the

human experience of Europe’s twentieth century. The course stresses critical thinking and discussion skills, and coursework will include

group work, research, and debates. *Offered every-other year.

Advanced Placement United States Government & Politics, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Government in America (Pearson, 2020); Outside readings

Course Description: This year-long, college-level course is an introduction to the United States government and political

system.  The course focuses on the study of government institutions and political processes and examines political choices.

The institutions and policies of the government are considered in light of historical change, constitutional procedures, and

comparative perspectives.  Units include:  Constitutional Underpinnings of the United States Government, Political Beliefs

and Behaviors, Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media, Institutions of National Government, Public Policy, and

Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.  The class format is mostly lecture and discussion; however, there will be ample time for

individual and group work, research papers, and debates.

Introduction to Law & Criminal Justice, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 2.5

Textbooks: Street Law, (National Textbook Company, 1999)

Course Description: This is a semester-long elective designed for juniors and seniors.  In this class, students examine the

U.S. legal system with an emphasis on juvenile justice.  Topics include lawmaking, the court system, crime in America, and

the criminal justice process.  In this class students will learn their rights in our legal system.  Students will be taught that

knowledge of the law is a vital life-skill.  Lastly, students will learn the importance of being a law-abiding citizen.

Psychology, Grades 11 and 12
Credits:  2.5

Textbooks:  None:  Lectures and Discussions

Course Description and Objectives: This course is designed to give the student a working knowledge of the field of Psychology.

Students will acquire an in-depth knowledge of the teachings of Sigmund Freud and then explore the theories of eight other founders

and their “Schools of Thought”.  Students will learn other aspects of Psychology such as Learning and Memory and Mental Illness as

well as, a number of differing therapeutic approaches.  At the end of the course, students will be able to analyze what they have

learned, think critically about the theories that were presented and form their own opinions as to what they believe demonstrates the

most understanding of the human mind.

Tests/Projects and Class Participation

Sociology, Grades 11 and 12
Credits:  2.5

Textbooks:  None:   Lecture and Discussions

Course Description and Overview: This course is designed to give students a working knowledge of the field of Sociology. Students

will learn the Structural-Functional paradigm as well as the Social-Conflict paradigm and how they explain the workings of our society.

We will explore the family unit, institutions such as our education system, how societies change over time, how groups work and

operate, as well as relevant issues. Students will explore different societies and cultures, "mob mentality" gangs, cults, social structure,

status and inequality. At the end of the course, students will be able to analyze and apply what they have learned to improve their own

understanding of how groups and societies work, as well as gain a perspective of their own roles in an ever changing global village.

Tests/Projects ClassParticipation

26



News Literacy, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 2.5

Course Description: In News Literacy, we will take a critical thinking based approach to the news and other sources of information.

Students are responsible for keeping up to date on the news outside of class. Even more importantly they will need to be able to argue

why what they are learning is important or what the news gets wrong. Armed with critical-thinking skills, a firm grasp of relevant history,

and knowledge of the news media’s structure, they will learn how to find the information that they need to make the news useful to

them. To that end they will complete a “Civics Action Project” and attempt to make a difference in their community, based on their own

definition of that word.

Art through the Ages, Grades 11 and 12
Credits:  5.0

Course Description: This course provides a survey of the history of painting, sculpture and architecture from the Paleolithic period

to the present day, with significant units devoted to the artistic production of the ancient, medieval, Renaissance, early-modern and

modern eras. *Offered every other year.

Mythology, Religion and Philosophy, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 5.0

Course Description: This course provides an introduction to mythology, religion and philosophy as distinct but interrelated ways to

understand the universe and the human experience therein. *Offered every other year.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

Spanish 1, Grade 9
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Voces digital:  Nuestra historia 1

Course Description: This course is an introduction to the Spanish language.  Students will complete three units which will

include:  TPR (Total Physical Response), Mi vida escolar, Mis amigos interesantes.  The focus of each unit is a series of

four short and four longer stories using the top high-frequency words in the Spanish language.  Students will also learn

basic grammar such as present tense, noun and adjective agreement, numbers 0-100, ser and estar, tener and venir, tener

expressions.  Students will read one novel: Las aventuras de Isabela.

Spanish 2, Grade 9
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Voces digital:  Nuestra historia 1

Course Description: This course is a continuation of Spanish 1.  Students will complete four units which will include:  En

mi tiempo libre, Navegando el mundo digital, un mundo nuevo, tradiciones culturales, and Una madre perfecta.  The focus

of each unit is a series of four short and four longer stories using the top high-frequency words in the Spanish language.

Students will also learn many grammatical concepts such as:  stem-changing verbs, demonstrative adjectives and

pronouns, direct and indirect object pronouns, present progressive tense, reflexive verbs.  We will also read 3 novels:

Pobre Ana, Patricia va a California, El viaje de su vida.
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Spanish 3, Grade 10
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Voces digital:  Nuestra historia 2

Course Description: This course is a continuation of Spanish 2.  Students will complete five units which will include: La

Aventura empieza, Relaciones de amor, Diseño y moda, and Buena salud, buena vida. The focus of each unit is a series of

four short stories and two longer stories, each carefully written using a combination of high-frequency, grammar-rich words

in the Spanish language and phrases and idioms related to the unit's theme.Some grammatical concepts covered this year

are:  preterit vs. imperfect, the irregular preterit, por and para, the present perfect tense, the past perfect tense.  Honors

students will read Cajas de cartón, and Spanish 3 students will read  the novels: Una desaparición misteriosa, Mi propio

auto, Los Baker van a Perú.

Spanish 4, Grade 11
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Voces digital:  Nuestra historia 3

Course Description: This course is a continuation of Spanish 3.  Students will complete five units which will include:

¿Qué es el arte?, Cruzando fronteras, En los tiempos extremos, El Sabor de la vida, Mucho trabajo, poco dinero. The

focus of each unit is a series of three short stories and one longer story, each carefully written using a combination of

high-frequency, grammar-rich words in the Spanish language and phrases and idioms related to the unit's theme.Some

grammatical concepts covered this year are:  the future tense, the conditional tense, the subjunctive, the imperfect

subjunctive.  Honors students will read the novel Senderos fronterizos and Spanish 4 will read the novels: Todo lo que

brilla, and Vida o muerte en la mara Salvatrucha

Spanish 5, Grade 12
Credits: 5

Textbooks: Voces digital:  Nuestra historia 4

Course Description: This course is a continuation of Spanish 4.  Students will complete four units which will include:

¿Qué crees?, La Ciudadanía global, Así es la vida, El mundo es nuestro . The focus of each unit is a series of three short

stories and one longer story, each carefully written using a combination of high-frequency, grammar-rich words in the

Spanish language and phrases and idioms related to the unit's theme. We review all Spanish grammar throughout the year.

Honors students will read Más allá de mí. Spanish 4 will read: La guerra sucia and La hija del sastre.

Spanish 5 Honors, Grade 12
Credits: 5

Course Description: In addition to fulfilling all of the requirements in Spanish 5, students are required to meet an additional

thirty minutes per week before or after school.  Students complete additional assignments each week.  This honors course

focuses on writing, reading comprehension, and listening comprehension.

Optional: Extra practice during X block to gain fluency and become eligible for the Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy
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French 5 Grade 12 (Honors Option Available)
Credits: 5

Course Description: The emphasis on this French 5 Honors course is put on writing and developing reading and speaking

fluency.  This course is challenging.  The French language will be explored in contemporary literary, dramatic, and cinematic

forms as well as journalistic and popular media.

American Sign Language Level 1 (ASL1)
Credits: 5

Course Description: This is an introductory course to American Sign Language (ASL) includes finger spelling, vocabulary,

basic sentence structure, history, Deaf Culture, current trends, principles of linguistics and grammatical structures. Basic

expressive skills using the manual alphabet, numbers, and signs prepare the student to communicate on a basic level.

Instruction will consist of direct instruction, watching videos (primarily native signers), individual work, numerous interactive

activities, signing projects, etc. This class is primarily taught in ASL (without voicing). *Offered every other year.

American Sign Language Level 2 (ASL2)
Credits: 5

Course Description: This is the following course to American Sign Language 1. It builds upon the skills and competencies

learned in ASL 1 and prepares students to communicate effectively using ASL. Instruction will consist of direct instruction,

watching videos (primarily native signers), individual work, numerous interactive activities, signing projects, etc. This class is

primarily taught in ASL (without voicing). Prerequisite Course: ASL1 *Offered every other year.

Spanish Language Trips

Spanish students at Smith Academy are able to take part in service trips to Central and South America.

Students have had the opportunity to travel to Panama and Guatemala among other destinations. Here,

students have an immersive cultural and linguistic experience and work to have an impact on the

communities they visit.

Also noteworthy, students who have taken Spanish throughout their time at Smith Academy are able to

achieve the Seal of Biliteracy when they graduate.
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VISUAL ART DEPARTMENT
High School Art courses are electives offered to all high school students grades 9-12.  There are no prerequisites.

Courses are offered in a 4-year cycle.

Art and Design:  AP -and- non-AP options

Credits: 5.0 for AP Art and Design;    2.5 or 5.0 for Non-AP Art and Design

Art and Design is a combined AP and non-AP course.  Students enrolled in AP develop, complete and submit their Art

portfolio to the College Board in early May, which counts as their AP Exam.  Non-AP Art and Design students complete a

series of open-ended assignments throughout the year.  Students largely explore their own interests and methods, and work

independently to create a portfolio of their artwork.  This course allows for creative exploration and personal growth over

time.  AP Art and Design may be taken more than 1, 2, or 3 years with a new portfolio produced and submitted to College

Board each year.  *Offered once every 4 years.

Art Topics:  Realism to Modern Art
Credits: 2.5 or 5.0

Media Resources: School Arts, fine art books, posters, videos, magazines and the Internet.

Course Description:  Art Topics:  Realism to Modern Art is offered by the semester and full-year.  The course is just what

you’d expect from the title: A hands-on class inspired by pivotal topics in art history.   Students follow the trail of art

beginning with mid-18
th

century Realism, then weave their way through major art periods and continents into Modern Art

movements. Students study the great painters of the European tradition and develop numerous painting and drawing skills

along the way.  We explore how art illuminates history as a visual primary source.  Art Topics includes looking, discussing

and learning, with some reading and writing, too, and lots of hands-on art-making as students experience living art history.

*Offered once every 4 years.

Studio Art:  The Americas
Credits: 2.5 or 5.0

Media Resources: School Arts, fine art books, posters, videos, magazines, and the Internet.

Course Description: Studio Art:  The Americans is offered by the semester and full-year.  The course is a hands-on class

inspired by art-making practices.  Students create art in response to art of the Americas, indigenous and early settlers, and

folk traditions, both traditional and contemporary.  They learn about early American photographers, and their role in shaping

our dreams, views and aspirations.  Students explore the role of art in shaping expression, aspirations, and ideals..  Studio

Art includes looking, discussing and learning, with some reading and writing, too, and lots of hands-on art-making, as

students experience living art heritages. *Offered once every 4 years.

2-D Art – Academic and Honors
Credits: 2.5

Media Resources: School Arts, fine art books, posters, videos, magazines, and the Internet.

Course Description: 2-D Art is a semester-long course. The purpose of the course is to provide challenging

two-dimensional art problems which students solve in an enriching and supportive environment.  The focus is on honing

skills in drawing, design, painting and color theory.  Students learn about college majors and career options in art.

Development of solid skills, self-expression, individual taste and style are emphasized and supported.

Honors Option: In addition to completing the course curriculum, Honors-level students are expected to produce a portfolio

of six or more works of art and to produce a group art exhibition of their work. *Offered once every 4 years.
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3-D Art – Academic and Honors
Credits: 2.5

Media Resources: School Arts, fine art books, posters, videos, magazines, and the Internet.

Course Description: 3-D Art is a semester-long course. 3-D Art  provides students with an opportunity to explore how

artists manipulate space to communicate visually through art.  The focus is on exploring a variety of conventional and

non-conventional media for creating 3-D art, including clay, wood, paper, and found objects.  The ability to effectively work

with materials, technically and expressively, is emphasized.

Honors Option: In addition to completing the course curriculum, Honors-level students are expected to produce a portfolio

of six or more works of art and to produce a group art exhibition of their artwork. *Offered once every 4 years.

Portfolio Art – Academic and Honors
Credits: 2.5

Media Resources: School Arts, fine art books, posters, videos, magazines, and the Internet.

Course Description: Portfolio Art is a semester-long course.  The purpose of the course is to provide art portfolio

development in an enriching and supportive environment.  Students have the opportunity to work creatively in

two-dimensional art.  The focus is on mastering skills in drawing, painting and composition.  In addition, we touch upon

trends in contemporary art and work with many traditional—and some unconventional—media.  We also look into college

majors and career options in art.  The challenge of bringing a work of art beyond technical proficiency, to the point that the

work communicates to its audience is emphasized in this course.

Honors Option: In addition to completing the course curriculum, Honors-level students are expected to produce a portfolio

of six or more works of art, to photograph their work and to produce a group art exhibition of their artwork. *Offered once

every 4 years.

Sculpture – Academic and Honors
Credits: 2.5

Media Resources: School Arts, fine art books, posters, videos, magazines, and the Internet.

Course Description: Sculpture is a semester-long course.  Sculpture provides students with sculptural problems, which

challenge students technically and creatively.  The focus is on mastering skills in a variety of sculptural media, and

effectively communicating through one’s work.  In addition, we’ll touch upon trends in contemporary sculpture.

Honors Option: In addition to completing the course curriculum, Honors-level students are expected to produce a portfolio

of six or more works of art, to photograph their work and to produce a group art exhibition of their artwork. *Offered once

every 4 years.

PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT (MUSIC)
High School Concert Band, Grades 9-12

Credits: 5

Materials: Standard of Excellence, Book 3; Grade Level 2, 3, and 4 Band Literature

Course Description: This course is open to all students, regardless of previous musical experience.  Emphasis is placed

on the fundamentals of music and musicianship through the rehearsal and performance of appropriate high-quality band

literature and lesson material.  Students will increase their technical and musical skills on an instrument with a wide variety

of genres explored.  Analysis of personal and group performance will be included.  Students are required to participate in all

band performances.  Students will be given the opportunity to audition for Western Mass District and All-State Band and

Jazz Band (participation in the school band is a requirement to audition for these ensembles).
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Honors Band
Credits: 5

Materials: Supplemental materials will be provided: etudes, technique studies, etc.

Course Description: This course is available to band students in their junior or senior year who would like to explore a

more intensive study of instrumental music.  These students meet with the regular senior high band class and must

complete all expected work within that class.  Students enrolled in Honors Band must also select a topic to focus on for the

duration of the school year (i.e. music theory, composition, music history, learn a secondary instrument). Students meet

after school once a week to explore these topics. Students also have the opportunity to teach private lessons to younger

students in lieu of choosing a focus for the year (must be approved by Mr. Hurst).

Platinum-ranked Band

The band programs at Smith Academy participate in both regional and national festivals.

Every year, Smith Academy participates in the Great East Festival, hosted in the Pioneer Valley.

The high school band recently received a platinum rating, the highest score that can be achieved at the

Great East Festival.

Every three years, the band program takes a larger trip to participate in a national festival. For 2023, Smith

Academy will be participating in the Worldstrides Heritage Festival in Philadelphia, PA. Past trips include

Virginia Beach and New York City.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Physical Education, Grades 9 and 10
Credits: 2.5

Textbooks: N/A

Course Description: This course meets twice a week throughout the school year.  During this course of study students will

review and explore games that they are previously familiar with discovering and using more advanced strategy and skill

work.  Students will be asked to use the skills acquired in Middle School Physical Education to improve their overall game

play and their familiarity with the physical skills will allow them to explore strategies and techniques that are more advanced.

A high emphasis is placed on inclusion and the recreational and fitness value of each activity.  Even and especially if the

student is advanced in a certain area they will be encouraged to share their expertise with and for the benefit of others.

Each class meeting will have a component of cardiovascular fitness, strength, or flexibility.  Activities offered will include but

not be limited to: soccer, football, basketball, volleyball, speedball, cooperative games, modern/popular aerobic workouts,

ultimate frisbee, kickball, pickleball, angleball, softball/baseball type activities, and many other team and partner related

activities.This class will also incorporate learning and reviewing hands-only CPR and how to use an AED.
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Health I, Grade 9
Credits: 1.25

Textbooks: Glencoe Health – Making Life Choices

Course Description: Health I is a required health education course for graduation.  Students who complete this course will

have achieved a higher level of health literacy through the capacity to obtain, interpret, and understand basic health

information and services and the competence to use such information and services in ways that promote health and

wellness.  The health literate person will be a critical thinker, a responsible and productive citizen, a self-directed learner and

an effective communicator.  They will also have a greater understanding of the interrelationship among health, wellness, and

physical fitness, which leads to a healthy lifestyle.  The main areas of study will include:  body systems, disease

(communicable and non-communicable), safety and emergency care, addiction and codependency, life cycles, medicines,

and AIDS/HIV.

Physical Education, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 2.5 or 5.0

Textbooks: N/A

Course Descriptions: Physical education in Grades 11 and 12 will continue to emphasize and introduce more lifetime

skills.  Greater attention will be placed on personal fitness and individual skills.  Common games and sports will be offered

with the primary focus being placed on social interaction and use of strategy and tactics.  Each class will contain a

component of fitness and conditioning.  Each class meeting will have a component of cardiovascular fitness, strength, or

flexibility.  Activities offered will include but not be limited to: soccer, football, basketball, volleyball, speedball, cooperative

games, modern/popular aerobic workouts, ultimate frisbee, kickball, pickleball, angleball, softball/baseball type activities,

and many other team and partner related activities.This class will also incorporate learning and reviewing hands-only CPR

and how to use an AED. Students may elect to take this course for one or two semesters for either 2.5 or 5.0 credits.

Personal Fitness, Grades 11 and 12
Credits: 2.5

Textbooks: N/A

Course Description: This course will provide the opportunity to develop and maintain fitness for a lifetime of wellness.

Fitness concepts and components will be emphasized as the student participates in a wide variety of physical activities.

Personal Lifetime Wellness provides the student with behaviors, knowledge, and skills to promote a healthy lifestyle.  The

ability to analyze personal fitness and develop personal goals will support the understanding of the relationship between

physical activity and wellness throughout a lifetime. Like physical education, personal fitness may include different units that

will be taught and played by the students in the class.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION

Skills Center, Grades 9-12
Credits: 2.5 – 10.00

Textbooks: Multiple texts from students’ classes

Course Description: The objective of the Skills Center changes with each

student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP).  Whenever possible, students’

homework and long-term assignments form the “text” to which specific skills

are addressed and strengthened.  Students also work on addressing any skill

gaps that would allow them to be more successful students, including but not

limited to, basic math, writing, and organizational skills.  Each year, goals are

established by students, parents/guardians and the Special Education Team

that provide direction for the focus areas that students will work on in any

given year. Goals students work on include executive functioning, study skills,

transition, and academic support.
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WORK STUDY/INTERNSHIP PROGRAM:
Work Study is an opportunity for juniors and seniors to continue their

education while gaining valuable work experience under supervision.

Academic credit is awarded for work experience. Students may get paid for

their work study, and may participate in work study opportunities or

internships that are not listed below.

Work Study/ Internship Fields

Business
- Restaurant

- Equestrian

- Body Shop

- Personal Training

- Farming

Health/ Medical
- Optometry

- Dentistry

- Fitness

Animal Science
- Equestrian Training

- Veterinary Technician

- Veterinary Assistant

Culinary
- Barbecue

- Seafood

- Restaurant

Education
- Teaching Assistant

- Teaching Intern

Agriculture
- Farming

Mechanical
- Automotive

- Small Machine
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COLLEGE DUAL-ENROLLMENT
Dual enrollment is open to students in grades 11 and 12, and allows students to take college classes and receive high

school credit. Students are able to take classes at Smith College free of charge, Landmark College in Vermont, and Holyoke

Community college free of charge. Many colleges and universities award credit for college courses taken in high school.

SMITH COLLEGE
Advanced courses are available to juniors and seniors with approval of the guidance counselor and Smith College.

Arrangements must be made through the Guidance Office.

LANDMARK COLLEGE
Eligible juniors and seniors may enroll in courses at Landmark College in Vermont. Please see Ms. Sacks for more

information.

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Available to juniors and seniors (with guidance approval). Please see Ms. Sacks for more information.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL (VHS)

Virtual High School supplements the Smith Academy program of studies by giving students up to approximately two

hundred online courses from which to choose.  These courses are designed for mature students who can work

independently in an online environment.  Students interested in taking a VHS course should meet with Ms. Sacks.  Parents

or students who have questions regarding any of the above should call the Guidance Office at 247-5641.

SUMMER SCHOOL COURSES
The Hatfield School Committee recognizes that its students are the beneficiaries of excellent educational opportunities

throughout the school year.  Such opportunities include the ability to seek individual remedial assistance from the Smith

Academy Faculty.  Students who do not pass a course during the regular school year may complete a course for “credit

recovery” over the summer months. For more information, please see the guidance counselor.

Students may receive credit for a course taken over the summer if the purpose of the coursework is academic enrichment.

The course and course grade will appear on the transcript but will not be averaged into a student’s cumulative GPA.

Students who wish to take a course for academic enrichment must follow the following process:

1. Seek written permission from the Smith Academy guidance counselor and principal.

2. Identify the course and the college/university where the coursework will be completed. All

coursework taken for academic enrichment will be done at an accredited college or

university unless the principal has approved an alternative educational provider.

3. Provide a course syllabus, including the number of hours and credits associated with the course.

4. Submit an official transcript from the school documenting the student’s grade for the course.
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PREPARING FOR COLLEGE
Students preparing for college should plan their programs carefully, keeping in mind college entrance requirements, and the

fact that colleges are looking for students who challenge themselves throughout their four years in high school. Choosing a

high-quality program, working to the best of your ability, participating in school life, engaging in community service, and

demonstrating good citizenship are all key factors in reaching the goal of acceptance into college, but also into whatever

career path you wish to pursue.

MASSACHUSETTS UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE MINIMUM ADMISSIONS STANDARDS
New admissions standards for UMass and the state colleges emphasize a strong academic high school background so that

you enter college ready to learn.  The standards listed below are minimums.  Each campus may choose to consider

additional factors in its admissions’ decisions.  Note that the standards do not apply to the state’s community colleges,

which admit any high school graduate.  If you plan to enter UMass or a state college as a freshman, you will need:

Required High School Courses for Admission to Massachusetts Universities/Colleges

English 4 years

Mathematics 4 years (Algebra I & II and Geometry, Trig or similar/1 course of computer science)

Sciences 3 years (All 9th grade students take biology. All 10th grade students take chemistry)

Social Sciences 2 years (U.S. History)

Foreign Languages 2 years (in the same language unless exempt through Special Education)

Electives 2 courses (from the above subjects or from the Arts & Humanities or Computer Sciences)

Minimum Grade Point Average in Required Courses
In calculating your grade point average (GPA), you will receive extra credit for accelerated courses (Honors and Advanced

Placement courses).  See the “Weighting of Course levels” section for a detailed look at how this works.  What is critical to

know is the minimum GPA required for admission is 3.0.

Standardized Test Scores (SAT/ACT)
In some cases, if your GPA is below a 3.0, you may be able to be admitted if you have achieved an outstanding score on

the SAT or ACT tests.  If you think this might apply to you, see your guidance counselor for more information.

Exceptions
Some students who do not meet these requirements may still apply since the state colleges and universities may admit

students based on factors other than those outlined above.

ENTRANCE TO ALL OTHER COLLEGES
A minimum college preparatory program should include the following coursework:

English 4 Years

Mathematics 4 Years

Social Studies 3 Years

Science 3 Years

Foreign Language 2 Years

Students interested in science or engineering must include four

years of mathematics and four years of science.  Students

interested in health careers should follow a college preparatory

program consisting of three or four years of mathematics and

three or four years of science, including chemistry.
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GRADING SYSTEM
Grades will be placed on permanent records according to the following system.

A = (90-100)

B = (80-89)

C = (70-79)

D = (60-69)

F = (Below 60)

Additionally, A “+” or “-” can be used for all grades above.  Minus (-) will be used with the numerical equivalent of grades

ending in 0, 1, or 2.  Plus (+) will be used with the numerical equivalent ending in 7, 8, or 9.

WEIGHTING OF COURSE LEVELS

Grade Level 1 Honors AP Grade Level 1 Honors AP

A+ 4.33 4.67 5.00 C+ 2.33 2.67 3.0

A 4.00 4.33 4.67 C 2.00 2.33 2.67

A- 3.67 4.00 4.33 C- 1.67 2.00 2.33

B+ 3.33 3.67 4.00 D+ 1.33 1.67 2.00

B 3.00 3.33 3.67 D 1.00 1.33 1.67

B- 2.67 3.00 3.33 F 0.00 0.00 0.00

HONORS LEVEL AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES
HONORS ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Art 11/12 Art & Design

Band 10-12 Biology

Current American History Calculus

English III & IV Chemistry

French 4 & 5 English

Physics Environmental Science

Spanish 4 & 5 Government

U.S. History II

Virtual High School (see VHS website) Virtual High School AP Courses (see VHS website)
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GRADE POINT AVERAGE

High school grades have a point value assigned to each letter grade.  That point value is multiplied by the weight of the

course (1 for full year, .50 for half year, .20 for lab, etc.).  The points earned for each course are added together, and then

divided by the total weight.

The following is an example of how GPA’s are computed:

COURSE GRADE VALUE WEIGHT POINTS EARNED

English (H) A 4.33 x 1 = 4.33

Mathematics B+ 3.33 x 1 = 3.33

French A 4.00 x 1                 =                      4.00

History C                                  2.00 x 1 =                      2.00

AP Biology A-                                 4.33                 x 1                 =                      4.33

Art B 3.00 x 1 = 3.00

P.E. C- 1.67 x .5 = =                        .835__

6.5 21.825

GPA = 3.36 (21.83 divided by 6.50 = 3.36)

Full year courses receive 5 credits; semester and year-long courses meeting twice per week receive 2.5 credits.
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GRADUATION AND CLASS STANDING REQUIREMENTS
1. High School students must earn at least one hundred and thirty (130) credits in order to graduate from Smith

Academy.  As part of that requirement, a minimum number of credits must be earned in each of the following areas:

English 20 credits (English I-IV)

Social Studies 15 credits (U.S. History 1 and 2 must be passed)

Mathematics 20 credits

Science 15 credits (3 x lab based courses)

Health I 3.75 credits

Physical Education 5.00 credits

Elective Courses 50  credits

2. The administration will determine appropriate credits toward graduation for students who have:

a. Participated in work-study programs.

b. Transferred from other schools.

c. Completed alternate programs in place of required courses as allowed in accordance with Chapter 766 of

the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

d. Grade 12 students are not required to pursue P.E. credit if they have fulfilled all 5.00 credits prior to their

senior year.

e. Grade 12 students may fulfill any needed/required P.E. credits through other organized programs outside of

school offerings. These must be approved by the principal to receive credit (must be established/accredited

program). These activities/programs must be organized and supervised by a professional in the field.

f. Grade 12 Student-Athletes may utilize one season of FULL athletic participation for 2.5 credits (the student

must participate for the full duration of the season unless a new student to SA).

3. Students at all grade levels must take a minimum of 30 credits of coursework during each semester in which they

are enrolled at Smith Academy.

4. Students who have not acquired 130 credits by the date of their class’ graduation will not be allowed to participate

in the graduation ceremony.

5. Students who have failed to meet the requirements for graduation will be permitted to fulfill those requirements by

making arrangements with the administration of Smith Academy to earn the necessary credits during the following

year.

40



X-Blocks and Clubs
X-Blocks occur twice in a seven-day rotation and give students a chance to experience extra-curricular activities embedded

within the school day. These are non-graded academic times which allow students in all grades a chance to gain

experiences they might not otherwise have. Students in high school choose two x-blocks. X-Block options are listed below.

Most clubs meet during X-block but some meet after school. *Subject to change.

Block: As Schools Match Wits
Description: Students compete against other area schools in a televised trivia competition. Competition occurs at Westfield

State University during an assigned time.  Each week we practice answering trivia questions and strategies.  Open to

grades 10 - 12.

Block: Strategy Games
Description: Students will play a variety of co-operative and competitive board games and card games.

Block: Career and College Exploration
Description: This time will be personalized to each student's needs such as exploring careers options, searching for

colleges, and working on your college and scholarship applications.

Block: Student Council
Description: Student Council runs many school wide events. The group works to provide leadership to the classes by

organizing and running fundraisers and events during spirit week, March madness, Rallys, and sending a student

representative to attend school committee meetings as needed to hold a voice for students.

Block: Intramurals
Description: Students participate in intramural sports.

Block: Yearbook Club
Description: Help with all things Yearbook:  Layout and design, quotes, pix, entering info, editing, PS, making posters, and

having lots of fun in the process.

Block: Running Club
Description: Students will experience the joys of middle-long distance running throughout the year running around SA and

in local areas.

Block: Smith Academy Event Planning
Description: There are two ultimate goals of the SA Event Planning X-Block:

1) to plan and host a "senior" prom in the spring for the senior citizens in our community. Students would bring a senior

citizen as their date to the dance. This could be a relative (grandparent, great aunt or uncle, etc.) or even a member of the

senior center in Hatfield! You're never too young to give back!

2) to plan events to facilitate more cohesion and crossover between SA and HES students. These could range from

assemblies to after-school activities, pep rallies, etc. where students at HES can come up to SA or the students at SA can

go down to HES. Let's get HES students excited about SA!
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Block: Jazz Band
Description: Jazz Band is available to students in grades 7-12. The jazz band performs a variety of styles including swing,

latin, funk, rock, and pop. The jazz band performs at all of the Smith Academy Concerts. Improvisation is a key element of

jazz and a heavy focus will be put on mastering the art of improvisation.

Block: Dungeon and Dragons
Description: Students spend their time on quests and campaigns in this imaginative role-playing game.

Block: Seal of Biliteracy Practice
Description: Students complete speaking, listening, reading and writing activities to increase proficiency in Spanish and

prepare for the AAPPL test.

Block: Rock Band
Description: A collaborative group setting where we learn songs and maybe how to play a new instrument with the

potential to perform as a group in the Variety Show.

Block: Tea and Social Hour
Description: Students come together to discuss a variety of topics (of varying degrees of seriousness) in a relaxed setting

over a cup of tea.

Block: Technology Club
Description: This group will work with all things tech-related.  We can code, design 3D print items, robotics, gaming and

maintaining school devices.  Other ideas are welcome.

Block: Rock Climbing Club
Description: Students learn and practice basic rock climbing skills and techniques on the bouldering wall at Hatfield

Elementary School.

Block: Read, Reflect and Recharge
Description: Students will devote themselves entirely to individual reading of non-school printed (i.e. non-electronic) matter.

Upon completion of a text, however short or long, the student would provide a brief oral summation or overview of the text to

fellow students and field any questions.

Block: Classic Films Club
Description: Students watch, enjoy and discuss classic films.

Block: Fun with Arts and Crafts
Description: Relax, create, and have fun making arts and crafts you enjoy.

Block: Zumba/Dance Club
Description: Students will sweat and have fun while being led through a variety of choreographed dance routines and they

will also have the opportunity to lead some routines themselves (if they so desire)!

Block: Spanish Language Games
Description: Students play games such as Bananagrams, Piccionario, Telestrations, Fishbowl, Bingo etc to increase

vocabulary and fluency.
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Block: Chess Club
Description: Play the world's oldest strategy game! If there are at least five folks interested we have the opportunity to

participate in the Western Mass. Scholastic Chess League!

Block: Fly Fishing Club
Description: Students learn the art and techniques of fly fishing and fly tying. We walk to nearby fishing holes to practice

and connect with local conservation groups around watershed conservation work and local stocking efforts.

Block: Gender and Sexuality Alliance (GSA)
Description: The GSA (Gender and Sexuality Alliance) works on various initiatives such as: maintaining a bulletin board

that's updated with events and information; providing a safe space for anyone in our building to be their authentic self; and

raising awareness of LGBTQIA+ issues within the Smith Academy community.

ATHLETICS
We offer a robust athletics program for students in grades 7-12. Our teams have won numerous championships in Western,

MA and state wide. We build our programs to avoid cutting players whenever possible, and shift our model to ensure that

we’re developing players of all abilities. We also offer co-op sports with other area schools where there is interest but we

can’t field full teams. We are also open to developing new teams and sports where sufficient interest exists.

While subject to change based on participation interest, we seek to offer the following athletic teams and opportunities:

Fall Winter Spring

Boys Varsity Soccer Boys Varsity Basketball Varsity Baseball

Girls Varsity Soccer Girls Varsity Basketball Varsity Softball

Boys JV Soccer Boys JV Basketball JVBaseball

Field Hockey Girls JV Basketball JV Softball

Boys Middle School Soccer* Boys Middle School Basketball* Middle School Baseball*

Girls Middle School Soccer* Girls Middle School Basketball* Middle School Softball*

Middle School Field Hockey* Cheer* CoOp Lacrosse

CoOp Football CoOp Hockey

*depending on participation

SMITH ACADEMY TRADITIONS
Smith Academy has several community traditions for which the whole town comes out. In the fall, we host a vibrant Homecoming

Celebration, and alumni return from throughout the United States. We kick it off with a dance then have a parade in the morning. Each

class decorates a float and gets a chance to ride through the town. Our sports teams all play throughout the day. We also have a

musical every spring which all students are welcome to take part in. We often have participation from the elementary school in the

musical as well. Declamations happen every spring, with the winners earning a chance to read historical speeches at the Hatfield

Memorial Day Celebration. We also host a “variety show” which truly showcases the variety of talent of the students (and staff) at Smith

Academy. All students in grades 9-12 are able to attend prom every year.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Hatfield Public Schools www.hatfieldps.net
Smith Academy 34 School Street

Hatfield, MA  01038
413-247-5641 (tel.)
413-247-0201 (fax)

Superintendent’s O�ce Michael Wood mwood@hatfieldps.net

Principal’s O�ce Conor Driscoll cdriscoll@hatfieldps.net

Guidance O�ce Dawn Sacks dsacks@hatfieldps.net

Virtual High School Information www.govhs.org

MISSION STATEMENT

Smith Academy endeavors to use its resources to enable all students to achieve their fullest potential by providing a

learning environment conducive to growth. This includes acquiring an appreciation for the values of our society, a respect

for self and others, and an academic background necessary for the students' understanding of their role as citizens in a

pluralistic society. This learning environment will stress the importance of independent and critical thinking, while

recognizing individual strengths and talents.  It will also encourage a closeness which will assist students to overcome

adversity and provide hope for the future.

CORE VALUES & BELIEFS ABOUT LEARNING

Smith Academy seeks to empower its students by providing

them with the necessary knowledge and skills to meet the

challenges of tomorrow. Our educational community remains

committed to:

● Fostering a supportive, caring learning environment

● Placing an emphasis on high standards

● Ensuring that students actively engage in their

educational pursuits

● Treating others with dignity

EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT LEARNING

● Work independently and collaboratively to solve

problems, think critically and accomplish goals.

● Communicate information clearly and effectively using

appropriate tools for varied contexts and purposes.

● Demonstrate creativity, flexibility and adaptability in

thinking patterns, work habits, and working/learning

conditions.

● Evaluate, select and use technology ethically and

effectively.

● Exhibit integrity in interactions and decisions,

characterized by respect for diversity and personal

responsibility.
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